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Ambassador Christopher E. Goldthwait is a Washington, DC based, independent consultant in the areas of agricultural policy and international agriculture, with special focus on food security issues.  Current major clients include Cantera Partners, a subsidiary of the Omaha based Burlington  Capital Group, and the  American Peanut Council.  During his eight years as a consultant he has done work for more than 15 clients, including agricultural consulting firms, trade associations, and development non-governmental organizations and other non-profit groups.  
Earlier in his career Goldthwait served for 25 years in the Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS).  He spent nearly 10 years in the associate administrator level position of General Sales Manager where he was responsible for directing all of the Department of Agriculture’s export credit, food aid, market development and export subsidy programs.  He was the first career officer appointed to this job.  Similarly, he became the first FAS foreign service officer to be appointed and confirmed as a US ambassador.  He served as Ambassador to Chad for nearly four and a half years from 1999 to 2004.  Earlier in his service he had postings in both Nigeria and Germany.
Goldthwait was the principal author of Modernizing America’s Food and Farm Policy: Vision for a New Direction, the 2006 report of the Agricultural Task Force of the Chicago Council on Global Affairs (CCGA).  He currently serves on the CCGA task force that is updating that report.  He is also a member of the board of directors of GrainPro, Incorporated, a Boston based manufacturer of hermetic storage systems for agricultural commodities.  In addition to NCFAP, he is active with the Alliance to End Hunger, the Partnership to Cut Hunger and Poverty in Africa, and the Corporate Council on Africa.
Goldthwait attended American University where he received a BA cum laude in International Relations.  He received an MPA from the John F. Kennedy School of Harvard University.  His awards include the Presidential Distinguished Service Award (1991 and 1997), the Presidential Meritorious Service Award (1993) and the Arthur S. Fleming Award (1989).  He is fluent in French and German.  He is active in a variety of community organizations, including serving as chair person of the Hunger Awareness Group at Washington National Cathedral.
